SECT. VI.]     OF   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.

make any reserves in our returns of service to that
gracious Saviour, who "gave up himself for us f If
we have formerly talked of compounding by the per-
formance of some commands for the breach of others,
can we now bear the mention of a composition of
duties, or of retaining to ourselves the right of prac-
tising little sins ? The very suggestion of such an
idea fills us with indignation and shame, if our hearts
be not dead to every sense of gratitude.

LOOKING UNTO JESUS!

Here we find displayed, in the most lively colours,
the guilt of sin; and how hateful it must be to the
perfect holiness of that Being, who is of In enforcing
"purer eyes than to behold iniquity." Jjj^lfc
When we see that, rather than sin should dreadofits
go unpunished, " God spared not his own punishment.
Son," but " was pleased to bruise him and put him to
grief" for our sakes; how vainly must impenitent
sinners flatter themselves with the hope of escaping
the vengeance of Heaven, and buoy themselves up
with I know not what desperate dreams of the Divine
benignity 1

Here too we may anticipate the dreadful suffer-
ings of that state, " where shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth;" when, rather than that we
should undergo them, " the Son of God" himself,
who u thouglit it no robbery to be equal with God,"
consented to take upon him our degraded nature,
with all its weaknesses and infirmities; to be " a
man of sorrows;" " to hide not his face from shame
and spitting;" "to be wounded for our transgres-
sions, and bruised for our iniquities;" and at length
to endure the sharpness of death, " even the death
of the Cross;" that he might deliver us from the
Q 2